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Handbells used: 3-6 octaves 

Performance Notes

Cat. 20161
AGEHR Level IV

The introduction imitates the beginning of the march far off in the distance. Begin with the softest pianissimo possible.  
Mm. 8-23 depict the sounding of trumpets in the call to battle. The intentional cross relations between Db and D natural 
(mm. 8-21) represent the two sides of battle. 

In mm. 1-11 bass clef and mm. 66-72 treble clef: grace notes should be malleted as in a snare drum ruff. A snare drum may be 
added to the ruffs in mm. 1-21and 66-72. Do not let the drum overpower the bells.    

Use this exercise to practice the grace note ruffs in mm. 1-21 and mm. 66-72: Hold the mallets above the bell, horizontal to the bell 
table. Grip the shaft of the mallet loosely between the thumb and first and second fingers. The third and fourth fingers are not 
involved in the grip. The mallet head should strike the bell at the same distance from the rim as the strikepoint. Practice bouncing 
the mallet head off a hard surface like a table top until control of the bounce is achieved. Let the mallets do most of the work, not 
the arms, wrists or hands. The wrists should be flexible. Any upper arm involvement will cause the ruffs to be slow and forced.  
Strive to "bounce" off the bell. If plucked, omit the grace notes.

To make the crescendo while doing the echos in mm. 36-39, ringers should lift the bell slightly higher after each echo to bring the 
sound above the table and out to the listener. This is called a horizontal lift (HL). If necessary, write "HL" in the music as a 
reminder.

The flutter technique (FL)in mm. 50-63 is a variation on the vibrato technique. The FL should be a very fast left to right 
movement similar to the slower vibrato technique. After ringing, loosen the lower three fingers and move the bell quickly from 
left to right as in an extremely fast vibrato. It should create a rippled sound. This is not a shake. The bell remains in the normal 
ringing position. 

In mm. 50-63, the top three ringers (E/F6, G/A6, and B6/C7) must utilize the "weave" (borrowed from ensemble technique) to 
ring these measures properly. Ring the lower, middle and upper notes respectively, regardless of position assignments. This 
requires the C/D6 ringer to give the E/F6 ringer the D's in mm. 55, 56, 59, 60 and C & D in m. 63. 

In mm. 96-115, 5/6 octave sets double top note only.    

From mm. 116 to the end, stress the upper bells as they ring "Glory, Glory, Hallelujah." 

In mm. 119-129 the inner bass bell line has notes printed in blue to indicate a mart-lift, which emphasizes the main theme.

Most of all, enjoy!   
      VWS    
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Arranged by Valerie W. Stephenson

When Johnny Comes Marching Home

* If plucking, omit grace notes.  If malleting (preferred), play the grace notes as a snare drum ruff (see perf. notes). 
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*  5-6 octaves double top note, m. 27 beat 6 through m. 43 beat 3 
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** m. 64, do not restrike bell.  Simply cease the flutter motion and let bell die away.
*  m. 50, FL ~  - a variation on the vibrato technique. See performance notes.
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*    mm. 65-69, 5-6 oct. sets play only the lower notes.

** F5 play as snare drum ruffs.  See first footnote and performance notes.
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*     Pluck or mallet-lift requires that the bell be sustained after execution.
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* M. 96-115, 5-6 octave sets double top note only.  
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*      M.  115 to end, 5-6 oct. sets, from C6 and above, all chord notes are to be doubled, not just the top notes.

**    Mm.116-129, if no mallets are available, tap pluck the downstemmed notes.

*** Mm.119-129, C4-Ab4, mart-lift all green notes.
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